PHANUEL STEELMAN 


Here is info on Phanuel Steelman. By: Carla Welsh. Compiled as of: 7 DEC 2022. 


"Phanuel" is a biblical name. I have found Phanuel's name on primary documentation recorded all over 
the place, such as Phanewel, Newel, Fennel, Phenuel, etc. On top of town record keepers not recording 
the name right, transcribers are transcribing the name wrong, too. 


Phanuel Steelman was born circa 1801 in Gloucester County, NJ, based upon US Census information. A 
birthdate of 23 SEP 1799 is floating around, but without citation of where that date is coming from. It is 
possible a family bible or church record is somewhere, possibly at the Atlantic County Historical Society, 
because the ACHS has Steelman information/Family Group Sheets/other info, etc. 


Phanuel Steelman left Gloucester County, New Jersey, removed to Ohio, and then to Indiana. He was 
married 3 times, and had children. 


lst wife of Phanuel Steelman: Elizabeth Mires. 

They married 11 APR 1824, Gloucester County, NJ, per marriage license. Link: 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:VWSL-MS51 

*Elizabeth's last name might be misspelled for Myers, but I have not looked into that. 

*Elizabeth died before 12 NOV 1846, because OHIO deed with that date finds Phanuel is married to 
Cornelia Jacobs. 

*On the 1840 US Census, Phanuel lives in Monroe Township, Clermont County, Ohio, with children. 
There is a checkmark that his wife age 30-40 lives with him, but the checkmark looks to be erased, so 
maybe Elizabeth died just before the 1840 US Census or while they were enumerating it, and then they 
erased the check mark. This census was transcribed wrong on FamilySearch and Ancestry. I tried to fix 
some things, but it's so messed up I am not sure how it will appear, as it was listed as that it was in 
Mississippi. I tried to correct it to the correct town, county, state, and fix the name, but not sure how it 
will appear. 

*On the 1840 US Census, Monroe Twp, Clermont County, Ohio, it says: Phannel Steelman age 30-40, 


one son age 5-10, 2 daughters under age 5, | daughter age 5-10, 2 daughters age 10-15, 1 daughter age 
15-20, and the erased-appearing checkmark for the female age 30-40 that would probably be Elizabeth 
Mires. See image 11 of 23 for the 1840 US Census. Link: 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9YBZ-X1P 


2nd wife of Phanuel Steelman: Cornelia Jacobs. I don't know when they married, but a deed in the 
Clermont County OHIO Deed Book 52, page 267, states Cornelia Jacobs is Phanuel Steelman's wife. I 
suspect they married after the 1840 US Census and definitely before that 12 NOV 1846 deed. Link to 
deed: 

https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:309M-CSYK-X9RS-4 


3rd wife of Phanuel Steelman: Jane Knowles. They married 28 APR 1863, Jefferson County, Indiana, per 
marriage license. Link: 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:9392-HLSK-MC 


1850 US Census shows Phanuel Steelman, age 49 (recorded wrong as Phanuel Steadman) lives with wife 
Cornelia in Lancaster Township, Jefferson County, Indiana. Flip the page, and next to them lives Mary 
Jacobs age 18, Amanda Steadman age 17, Juliann Steelman age 14, and Mary E Steelman age 11. All the 
names should be Steelman, but the way the cursive is, it looks like Steadman. All these children would 
probably be children of Phanuel Steelman from his first marriage to Elizabeth Mires, because the 


youngest was age 11, so born circa 1839, and Phanuel is first found married to Cornelia Jacobs in 1846. 
Unless he married Cornelia earlier than that, though I tend to think he married her after 1840, but 
anything is possible. Link: 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HT-64G8-9M 


1860 US Census, Lancaster Twp, Jefferson County, Indiana: Phanuel Steelman age 59 born in NJ, lives 
with Permelia age 50 born in Kentucky (recorded wrong for Cornelia), and Julian Steelman age 24 born 
in Ohio, and Mary E Steelman age 21 born in Ohio, and James B Edwards age 11 born in Indiana (he 
might have been an apprentice? And the record is transcribed wrong that his last name was Steelman) 
Link: 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SO-GY BY-VWR 


1870 US Census, Redding Township, Jackson County, Indiana: Phanuel Steelman lives with wife Jane 


and a farm laborer. Link: https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HY-6SLB-YJ 
*Phanuel Steelman dies after the 1870 US Census, not sure when. 


GENERATION CONNECTIONS: 
Deeds in the Gloucester County New Jersey Deed Books connect Phanuel Steelman as son of Major John 
Steelman, and grandson of John Steelman. 


Phanuel Steelman is the son of Major John Steelman and Margaret Leeds of Gloucester County, New 
Jersey. It appears they lived in the Galloway Township area. This area did not become a part of Atlantic 
County, NJ, until 7 FEB 1837. Phanuel's father, Major John Steelman, died intestate before a deed dated 
APR 1824, in Galloway, Gloucester, NJ, where his daughter, Abigail Parker, conveyed land to brother 
Phanuel. When looking for records for Phanuel, look under P, F, or N, since his name has multiple 
spelling variations. 


Here is just one of the deeds, from 1832: 

This deed connects grandfather, children, and grandchildren: 

17 SEP 1832, Indenture between Zephaniah Steelman (of Ohio), Jonas Steelman (he worked as an 
attorney), Leeds Steelman, Fenuel Steelman (that is Phanuel Steelman), and Absalom Higbee SR and 
Juliann his wife (Julian Steelman), all of Galloway Township, Gloucester County, New Jersey. 
Conveyance to Richard Somers, Innkeeper at Absecom, of same place. This indenture states John 
Steelman SR deceased is father of John JR deceased intestate, Jonathan, Daniel, and Absalom Steelman, 
and since John JR died intestate, his share went to his 6 surviving children who are 4 males and 2 females: 


Zephaniah Steelman, Jonas Steelman, Leeds Steelman, Phanuel Steelman, Juliann (she married Absalom 
Higbee), and Abigail (she married Jonathan Parker). Link: 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSGD-73KC-D 


Gloucester County NJ Deed Book H-3, page 219, etc. 


Lineage of Phanuel Steelman: 

1. Phanuel Steelman is son of Major John Steelman and Margaret Leeds. 

2. Phanuel is grandson of John Steelman and Abigail Adams. 

3. Phanuel is great-grandson of John Steelman and his wife might have been Sarah Adams, not 
sure/haven’t looked into it at this time. 

4. Phanuel is 2nd great-grandson of James Steelman and first wife, Susannah Toy. 

5. Phanuel is 3rd great-grandson of Hans Mansson and Ella Stille. Hans Mansson came to the present 
day USA as a convict laborer from Sweden, served his time, became a free man, and then acquired 
very large portions of land. After Hans Mansson died, the surname was changed to Steelman/Stillman. 

6. Phanuel is 4th great-grandson of Olof Stille (father of Ella), who was born in Sweden, came to present 
day USA in 1641 aboard the Charitas, and was a prominent early Swedish settler serving as a Chief 
Justice for the Swedish Court. Olof was known for his black beard. He got along well with the 
Indigenous Americans/Lenape who were in the area, but they probably found his thick black beard 
quite grotesque. He first settled in between Ridley and Crum Creeks in present day Eddystone, 
Delaware County, PA, USA. Ridley Creek used to be referred to as “Oele Stillins Kill” after Olof. 
Olof was there in the 1640s to 1650s or so. He later removed to present day Philadelphia, PA. 


Of note, the birthdate and baptism of Phanuel’s father, Major John Steelman, is recorded in a church book held 
by Gloria Dei Church in Philadelphia, PA. In the mid-1700s, pastors were traveling to Egg Harbor Township, 
NJ, from Philadelphia, PA, to perform baptisms for the Swedes who removed to New Jersey from Swedish 
settlements in southeast PA. Per the baptismal record, Major John Steelman was born 2 MAR 1757, baptized 
17 MAY 1765, in Egg Harbor Township, Gloucester County, NJ, son of John and Abigail Steelman, and his 
siblings names and dates are in that record, too. See image 27: 


https://philadelphiacongregations.org/records/item/GloriaDei. RecordsMiscellaneous1750-1789# 


